
December gets its name from the 
Latin word “decem” which means 
10th and it was originally the 10th 
month of the year.  However, the 
Romans divided a long, un-named 
winter period into January & 
February, pushing December to 
the 12th month, but its name was 
not changed. 
 
Birth flower:  Holly or Poinsettia 
Birthstone:  Blue Zircon or 
          Turquoise. 

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR SHANNON 
 HORTON RETIRES AFTER 27 YEARS 

December, 2013 Fremont County Group Homes 

Shannon Horton, our Associate Director at the 

Lander Girls’ home retired on October 22 after 

27 years of service to the Fremont County 

Group Homes.  She remembers her time here 

fondly and says, “Teenage Girls!!  I am so 

grateful that I have been able to share in their 

creativity, energy, emotional mood swings, 

hormones (Oh!  The hormones), sense of hu-

mor, art work, laughter, surprises, attempt at 

cooking, some real cooking, tears and heart 

ache, and drama—yes even the drama—for 

over 27 years.  What a blessing!  I got to grow up here and share a 

little part in the lives of almost 1600 young women.  I am truly 

grateful……… 

 

And we are truly grateful.  Thank you Shannon for your wisdom, 
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FCGH COLLABORATES 

WITH FREMONT COUNTY  
Fremont County Group Homes 

is working in partnership with 

Fremont County to provide 

space and support for a day 

program for juvenile offenders 

to continue their education 

while under court order.  The 

Group Home also assists with 

supervision, transportation, 

and provides lunch and recre-

at ion act ivit ies for  well-

deserved breaks.  
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The Virtues Project is an initiative to inspire the 

practice of virtues in everyday life.  Its intent is to 

awaken the gifts of character, and help us to re-

member who we really are and to live by our 

highest values. 

 

Most of the Group Home staff attended a Virtues 

Project training on November 8th and 9th provid-

ed by Valerie Hess and Terry Hahn.  The training 

is designed to give staff more tools and strategies 

to help build the character of each youth by creat-

ing a positive, empowering environment in which 

residents are learning and growing.  Virtues are 

considered to be the content of our character and 

exist within each youth in potential.  Examples of 

virtues include:  helpfulness, excellence, compas-

sion, self-discipline, and kindness.  We use the 

virtues to acknowledge positive behavior, guide, 

re-direct and provide a foundation for teaching 

moments. 

VIRTUES TO CONSIDER FOR THE 

 HOLIDAY SEASON: 

 

Peacefulness is being calm 

inside.  Take time for daily 

reflection and gratitude.  It is 

a way of getting very quiet 

and looking at things so you 

can understand them.  Peace 

is giving up the love of pow-

er for the power of love.  Peace in the world begins with 

peace in your heart. 

 

 

Generosity is giving and sharing.  It is giving freely 

because you want to, not with the idea of receiving a re-

ward or a gift in return.  Generosity is the quality of spir-

it.  It is an awareness that there is plenty for everyone. 

VIRTUES PROJECT 

The entire staff of the Fremont County Group 

Homes wishes everyone a very Merry Christmas!  

 

Riverton Home  

(Back row -left to right):  Scott Ragsdale, Shelly Wolfe, 

Melvin Long Time Sleeping (Front row -left to right):  

Mike Snyder, Betty Porter, Gloria Leadbetter (Not 

shown:  Wanda Threefingers)  

Lander Home  

(Back row -left to right):  Willieta (Missy) Nez, Brandi 

Guerzon, Dixie Ellis, Melinda Cox.  (Front Row -left to 

right): Debbie Weed, Kathryn (Hitch) Venzor.  (Not shown: 

LeeAnn McClung)  



 

 

We are grateful for you caring and generosity!! 

 

Name_____________________________________                                                                                           

 
Address__________________________ City _______________ State ___ 
Zip_______ 

 
Enclosed is my donation of $                       to be used in support of Fremont 

County Group Homes, Inc. 11 Minter Lane Riverton, WY 82501 

 
~Fremont County Group Homes is an equal opportunity provider~ 

 


